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1) “Nature impales men, breaks them as if on the wheel, casts them to be devoured by wild

2)

beasts, burns them to death, crushes them with stones like the first Christian martyr...All
these nature does with the most supercilious disregard both of mercy and of justice....A
single hurricane destroys the hopes of a season; a flight of locusts desolates a district; a
trifling chemical change in an edible root starves a million of people...Everything, in short,
which the worst men commit either against life or property is perpetrated on a larger scale by
natural agents (John Mill d. 1873, From Nature and Utility of Religion).

“Although it remains difficult to understand suffering, Jesus has made it clear that its value is
linked to his own suffering and death, to his own sacrifice. In other words, by your suffering
you help Jesus and his work of salvation. Your call to suffering requires strong faith and
patience. Yes, it means that you are called to love with special intensity” (JPII, Pain and
Sorrow Are Not Endured Alone Or In Vain, Address at Dublin, Sept 29, 1979).
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